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The Word will not be published next week but will return on August 11.
Linda will be out of the office the week of Aug. 3-7. We will try to answer
your calls, but if not, please leave a message or email linda@universitybaptist.org.
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Engaging with the Text

On Sunday, during the epistle lesson as Nadine
read Romans 8:26-39, | thought about the com-
plexity of the Greek text. Romans was Paul’s
magnum opus. Unlike his letters for the Galatians
or Thessalonians, he didn’t know the Christ-
followers in Rome. According to Acts, he planned
to travel to Rome, so his letter to the Romans
was a bit of an introduction. There were theologi-
cal points he wanted to make before he arrived.
However, it wasn't the wider picture of Paul and
his ministry or the context that grabbed my at-
tention.

What got my attention was the actual text. Did
you know that there’s no punctuation in Koine
Greek? What about spacing, indentation, and
paragraphs? Nope. Do you know how many Eng-
lish words can represent the Greek coordinate
conjunction ka/’How many Greek words are
there for the English word “love”?

There’s a scan of a page from Papyrus 46 below.
This is the earliest codex of Paul’s letter to the
Romans. It dates between 175 and 225 CE, and
there are portions of several of Paul’s letters in it.
The Chester Beatty Library in Dublin, Ireland,
and the University of Michigan house the
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On Sunday, August 9, we will have a special
back-to-school blessing for our children,
youth, and teachers. Please plan to attend
worship for this special day.



collection. In this scrap of paper, you can see
what scholars used to produce our current Eng-
lish translations of the Bible.

Scan of Papyrus 46 (Romans 8:27-35)

When | was in Kilmarnock, | used to lead a
Greek reading group. Each week, we would
spend an hour studying the lectionary text in
Greek. Participants didn’t need to be fluent in
Greek. We talked through the passage, studied
alternative meanings of words, and discussed
how to translate it into English.

After hearing the Romans passage on Sunday, |
felt inspired to start another Greek reading
group this fall. Starting in September, we will
meet on the second and fourth Mondays at
noon. No previous experience with Greek is nec-
essary. Bring your lunch and discuss the lection-
ary text. If you know anyone who might be inter-
ested in this kind of Bible study, tell them about
it. It will be open to all. If you have any questions,
please let me know.

I’m looking forward to studying scripture on
Mondays with you this fall.

Peace,
Matt

It's Matt's Anniversary!!

Friday, July 24, was Matt's

9th anniversary as Senior

AR ,. Minister here at UBC. Take a

Our 4 1nister's moment, think about all that's
VEIsary peen accomplished in those 9

years, and wish him a happy
anniversary and thank him for leading us in min-
istry for the past 9 years.

Our Guest Preacher

We welcome to our pulpit on Sunday Rev. Anna
Rullan-Garcia, a native of Dallas, Texas. Her his-
tory of service includes higher education insti-
tutions, parachurch organizations, and church-
es. She is passionate about the intersection of
theology, race, and the body. She has a Master
of Higher Education in Administration from
Texas A&M University-Commerce and Master
of Divinity degree from Baylor University’s
Truett Seminary. She enjoys coffee shops, read-
ing, salsa dancing, cooking, and exploring na-
tional parks and museums with her two sons
and husband, Jose, in Washington, DC.

Prayer Requests*

Jack & Jo-Ann Averill
Ed & Betty Barker
Tony & Patti Barretta
Alba & Pam Beasley
Clara Brown

Leon & Nancy Castle
Gary & Karen Dalton
Johnny & Gail Ellen
David & Linda Hendon
Renfro & Sandy Manning
Larry & Lynn Martin
Edith Parker

Brett & Michele Turner

Ron & Lynda Tweel on the death of Lynda's
mother

Barbara Weber
Jack & Anne Wilkerson
Una Wright, Kevin Wright's mother

*In order to respect privacy, limited infor-
mation is included here.



CALENDAR

WEDNESDAY, July 29
9:00 Work Team
12:00 Ice Cream Ministry

SUNDAY, August 2

9:30 Seekers Bible Study

9:45 Sunday Morning Bible Study
11:00 Morning Worship

TUESDAY, August 4
7:00 Kittie Colvin Trail Circle

For our most up-to-date calendar, click here.

L8
Ice Cream §gcial

Come enjoy some homemade ice cream and a
time of fellowship on Sunday, August 16, at the
Marshall's. Bring your homemade ice cream or
ice cream toppings or cookies or brownies, a
chair, and your bathing suit.

We will begin at 3:00 with swimming
and then enjoy some ice cream at 5:00.

Second Quarter
Financial Update

F l N A N c I A L January - June 2026
UPDATE Contributions: $245,516.69
Expenses: $313,126.88

&Y rl X 7 lVlI’lg
e Statements
A3

Second quarter giving statements went out last
week. If you did not receive yours (either
through email or print) or you have questions,
please let Amanda know.

WORKING TOGE THER

1O FLED FAMILIES

Dinner with Andrew

One of the members of our church family has
been raising funds to address food insecurity
every year since July 2001. On January 1,
2001, Colleen Baber’s son Andrew choked on a
gummy candy and did not survive. He had been
working at Domino's Pizza at the time, and his
coworkers wanted to do something to honor
his memory. They chose a food drive which fit
well with honoring Andrew because few peo-
ple liked to eat more than he did. Thus, “Dinner
with Andrew” began.

Colleen continues this ministry with the sup-
port of Domino's Pizza, without whom this
ministry could not continue to go forward. This
year is the twenty-sixth year she has been col-
lecting donations in Andrew’s memory. In
2020, she switched from collecting and sorting
food to taking donations for food gift cards.
She gives these cards to families in extreme
need through The Jefferson Area Food Bank,
The Salvation Army, The Emergency Food
Bank, and ARC. We can help address food inse-
curity and be the hands and feet of Christ by
supporting this ministry. You can contribute by
sending a check to the church or give online
with “Dinner with Andrew” in the memo line.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
Join us in wishing some of
our church family
a Happy Birthday!

Aug. 6: Clara Brown

Aug. 7: lan Pallini

Aug. 8: Donna Marshall

Aug. 9: Shirley Wagoner, Hadessah Tennant
Aug. 10: Rachel Miller, Michelle Proffitt
Aug. 11: Olivia Burgess


https://www.universitybaptist.org/event-list
mailto:aohlms@universitybaptist.org

Children's Church

Children's Church will be taking a break for the
month of July and August and will resume on Sun-
day, September 13. During this time there will be
atable with activities in the Sanctuary for the chil-
dren during the sermon.

Search Committee Update

The Search Committee
has been busy and is mak-
ing good progress. After
speaking with three can-
didates, they chose to

SEARCH COMMITTEE Mmove forward with one

and will be making ar-

rangements to speak more with that candidate in
the coming weeks. Additionally, the committee is
interviewing three additional potential candidates
via zoom this week.

New Deacons for 2026-2029

We are grateful to announce the election of four
new deacons to serve a three-year term on the
Deacon Council: Theresa Guyton, Alan Hendricks,
Jim Moore, and Barbara Murray. These faithful
leaders will help guide and support the life of our
church in meaningful ways.

Deacons are elected and ordained to be the lay
ministerial leaders of the congregation. They help
provide spiritual support, care for the church com-
munity, and work alongside staff and church lead-
ership to help guide the mission and ministry of
the church.

We will ordain Barbara Murray and install the
other newly elected deacons during worship on
Sunday, August 16. Please join us in giving thanks
for these four individuals and praying for them as
they begin this important work.

. ; State Missions Offering

- Each year we collect a
special offering to sup-
port missions in the state
of Virginia. This August,
our missions emphasis
will support the chaplain

ministry at the Fluvanna
Correctional Center for
. Women. Our goal is

$3,000.

From Jerusha Tiller, Gracelnside chaplain:
Dear friends, due to "separation of church
and state", Gracelnside is a nonprofit Chris-
tian ministry that places chaplains inside
Virginia's prisons so that lives may be trans-
formed through the grace of Jesus Christ.
As a Gracelnside chaplain, | am dedicated to
meeting the spiritual needs of all residents
of Virginia's state prisons. | currently serve
in Fluvanna Correctional Center for Wom-
en, providing one-on-one pastoral care, con-
ducting worship services, and working with
the Department of Corrections staff in of-
fering rehabilitative programs. | am also re-
sponsible for scheduling all religious pro-
grams conducted by volunteers represent-
ing many faith traditions.

You can give to this mission project on our
website or by mailing a check to the church.
Make the check out to University Baptist
Church and write State Missions in the "for"
line.

Summer schedule May - July
2X amonth
Our next dinner will be
Wednesday, August 5,
5:15pm

MLS

Contact the church office,
to make your dinner reservations.



Ice Cream Ministry

Please consider volunteering to help set-up,
serve, or clean-up ice cream during a week in
August or September, so our devoted friends
will have ice cream. Sign up here or call the
church office. Chocolate and raspberry this
week.

August 12: Church Conference in the Fellow-
ship Hall, 6:00

August 16: Ordination and Installation of new
Deacons

Summer Schedule for
Sunday Bible Study

Adult classes meeting this summer:

Seekers will meet the 1st and 3rd Sundaysin
G14

New Life will meet each week in Room 120
All adults are invited to attend either of these
classes.

College class will be meeting for breakfast at
Bodo's.

Youth class and Children's class will be taking
a break for the summer.

-;?4

GIVE LIFE. SHARE LOVE.

BLOOD
DRIVE

We will have another blood drive at UBC,
sponsored by UVA medical students, on Tues-
day, August 18, from 12- 6. Click here to sign

up.

LET'S TALK RACE

Let's Talk Race
(LTR) is offering two new classes. The Beginner's
Guide to Conversations About Racelooks at the
biblical, historical, and societal impacts of race
and racism in America.

Conversations About the Latin American Expe-
riencelooks at history, immigration, and current
day impacts of race and racism on Latin Ameri-
cans.

You can join either of these conversations by
signing up here for an online class.

Sermon Manuscripts Available

People have asked if Matt's sermon manuscripts
are available, and the answer is, yes. If you
would like to receive them, contact Linda in the
church office, and we will add you to the list.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4EADA62AA3F9C70-63530686-icecream#/
mailto:linda@universitybaptist.org
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time?zipSponsor=22903&driveType=all
https://ltrministries.com/

Staff Contact Information:

Senior Minister: Dr. Matthew Tennant - matt@universitybaptist.org

Associate Minister for Music and College Students: Rev. Megan Sharp - megan@universitybaptist.org
Voces Laetae Director: Will Cooke - wcooke@universitybaptist.org

Office Coordinator: Linda Weirich - linda@universitybaptist.org

Financial Coordinator: Amanda Ohlms - aohIms@universitybaptist.org

Church Administrator: Alan Hendricks - ahendricks@universitybaptist.org

Social Media Coordinator: Hadessah Johnson Tennant- socialmedia@universitybaptist.org

Organist: Barbara Moore - call the church office at 434-293-5106

Maintenance Assistant: Hunter Cooper - call the church office at 434-293-5106

Sunday Morning Worship
Our Sunday morning worship service begins at 11:00 am. We encourage everyone in the congregation to join us
whether in person or virtually. As always, you can listen by radio on WINA (1070 AM and 98.9 FM), or you can
join us online for our live broadcast. To view the live video broadcast, visit our Facebook page or click this link to
watch on YouTube.

Do you have something to submit to our weekly newsletter?
Suggestions must be submitted to linda@universitybaptist.org
by Monday at noon.

University Baptist Church Connect with us
1223 West Main Street

Charlottesville, VA 22903
434-293-5106



https://www.facebook.com/UniversityBaptistChurchCharlottesville/
https://www.youtube.com/c/UniversityBaptistChurchCharlottesville/live
https://www.facebook.com/UniversityBaptistChurchCharlottesville
https://twitter.com/UBCcville
https://www.facebook.com/UniversityBaptistChurchCharlottesville

